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SLINGSHOT LOWERS THE BOOM IN 91
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BOOM TUBE

SPECIFICATIONS issbasonns
HEAD ANGLE 71°

SEAT ANGLE 73°
SIZES AVAILABLE 14",16",18",20"

FRAME WEIGHT 472 Ibs.



MOUNUNBIKE

A newer version of
something still new

Of all the mountain bikes on the
¢ market today, it’s pretty hard to sep-
arate any two as being totally different from
the other. That is, of course, unless you’re
comparing any other mountain bike with a
Slingshot. While mountain bikes generally
mimic one another in some way, Slingshot’s
suspension bikes have remained virtually
unique. Is it because they are so odd that
no other company will give the design a try?
Is it because the design doesn’t work? Is it
an anti-Michigan thing? The only answer
that we're sure of is that the made-in-
Michigan design does work. The last time
we tested a Slingshot we made reference to
the bike’s marketability for the recreation-
al set. Since that time the boys at Slingshot
have proven us wrong. With Utah’s Martin
Stenger as a hired gun, the Slingshot has an
impressive finish record in major NORBA
events.

For 1991 ‘‘suspension’’ will be the buzz-
word of the industry. Many of the big names
in mountain biking will be reléasing bikes
with some type of suspension system. What
was that? Did you hear that? Suspension
will be the in thing for ’91. You can hear the
yawn from some small bike shop in Michi-
gan reverberating from shore to shore. While
the expected advertising will no doubt be
touting this upcoming suspension revolu-
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ASK THE
MAN WHO
RIDES ONE

MARTIN
STENGER

Up and up: Martin
Stenger has been
racing Slingshots
for two years and

he’s had excellent

results against some
of the top riders and
bikes in the land.
We agree with Mar-
tin that the Sling-
shot works espe-
cially well when
climbing. »

® MBA: How long have you been racing the
Slingshot, and what did you think of them
when you first saw one?

Martin: [ started racing for them two
years ago. 1I’m sure like everyone else 1
couldn’t figure it out at first because it’s so

different. It didn’t seem like it would work,
or at least until I gave it a try.

MBA: So what did you think about the
ride?

Martin: It’s really responsive. It feels soft
at first, but then you get into a rhythm with

the suspension. It’s really more biomechan-
ical, like Bio-Pace chainrings, which makes
for a much different ride. A lot of people
think that a bike should be stiff, especially
laterally, but each bike has an elastic
property where it acts like a spring—stiff bi-
kes are just stiff springs. With the Slingshot
you can dial in the spring rate to your
weight. Most bikes flex an eighth-inch to a
quarter-inch and my bike flexes to just over
a half-inch.

MBA: Does it ever get scary on
downhills?

Martin: No. It never gets out of control.
No speed wobbles or swapping. You have
to get used to it moving around a little bit
more. I had my best time ever at the
Kamikaze last year and that’s after racing
a Yeti the year before.

MBA: What do you think of rigid bikes
now and could you go back to riding one?

Martin: Rigid bikes don’t handle as well.
On a regular bike I slide out in corners and
spin out when climbing. That’s where the
design works best, in climbing. You don’t
have to try to make the frame work, it just
smooths out the transfer of power to the
ground. See, your weight is oscillating as you
go through your pedal stroke. At the maxi-
mum power leverage the Slingshot stores
energy when your cranks are in the 5 o’clock
position and returns the power around 7
o’clock. The bike’s lateral flex works as a
spring, too, and it also returns during the
pedal stroke. ®
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